Measurement of urinary orotic acid by gas chromatography-mass spectrometry.
Urinary excretion of orotic acid is increased in many inborn errors of ureagenesis and some other diseases. Urine orotic acid is found to be accurately measured by gas chromatography-mass spectrometry (GC-MASS) under the conditions for organic acids analysis. Therefore, GC-MASS analysis of urine is also helpful in the diagnosis of urea cycle disorders in patients with hyperammonemia. Specific tests for orotic acid measurement are not necessary if urine organic acids analysis is available.